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» Wellington College wants to free children from rote learning by enabling them to work things out

Top school hires

‘mind gurus’ to
teach 1ts pupils
how to think

By Richard Garner
EDUCATION EDITOR
THAT FAMOUS Dickensian tradi-
tionalist teacher Thomas Gradgrind
would be turning in his grave.

Wellington College, one of the
country’s top independent schools,
has decided the time has come to
teach its pupils how to think.

To that end, it has employed &
thinker-in-residence - writer and
broadcaster Tony Buzan.

It will be Mr Buzan's task to deliv-
er lessons that introduce pupils at
the school to new and effective ways
of thinking,

He will be aided by Julian Baggini,
the author and philosopher, who has
been appointed to a second key role
aimed at promoting argument and
discussion in the classroom -
philosopher-in-residence.

Anthony Seldon, the school’s
headmaster, believes the two roles
are essential because today's pupils
are losing out under the relentless
test and exams-conscious curricu-
lum they have to study.

“We have lost sight of what educa-
tion is about in Britain,” Dr Seldon
said. “We have allowed ourselves to
believe it is all about exams and test-
ing, for which pupils absorb facts,
and rote learning, and schools and
teachers are valued wholly by their
EXAIN SCOTes.

“Education is about much more
than this. It is about teaching the
whole child and this involves being
taught how to think and reason
independently.

“This is a basic right of each child
and without it, no student of 18 can
be said to be fully educated.”

Mr Buzan and Dr Baggini's roles,
though, will not be confined to the
pupils. The school believes it will
also be essential to train teachers,
support staff, parents and governors

— inthe art of thinking. Mr Buzan will

be in the school every week to deliv-
er seminars and lessons.

Topies will include how to think
logically, how to recognise the differ-
ence between inductive and deduc-
tive rensoning and how to construct
and probe weaknesses in arguments
and received wisdom.

He has already written B2 hooks
on the brain, learning and thinking
skills - which have been published in
over 100 countries and translated
into 30 languages. He has also host-
ed a long-running series on BBC tel-
evision. He will use his time at the
school to co-author another book,
The Thinking School, and produce
another TV programme which will
focus on the school and its pupils
and teachers.

He said he felt the scheme would
“raise the profile of creativity in the
curriculum and expand the concept
of thinking”.

Dr Baggini will spend around 10
days a year at the school, helping
pupils and staff to understand the
basic philosophies of knowledge, pol-
itics, morality and religion.

“My aim is not only to get the stu-
dents thinking but to get them think-
ing about their thinking” he said. “In
a culture of blogs and constant
appeals in the media for people to
text or email with their thoughts,
people need little encouragement to
have opinions

“However, | do think there is a
need to increase understanding of
what would justify these opinions.”

Both will be paid an honorarium
for their work with the school.

The scheme has been welcomed
by Sir Michael Barber, the former
Downing Street education adviser
under Tony Blair, who said: “Chil-
dren and young people need to learn
to think inductively and deductively,
alone and in teams, logically and cre-
atively, spontaneously and deeply.”
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The initiative comes at a time
when many in the education world

are ing whether today’s edu-
cation system has gone too far in the
direction of the kind of Gradgrind
philosophy so caricatured by Dick-
ens. There are complaints from the
private sector that GCSE exams do
not stretch pupils enough and from
state school teachers that too much
reliance on testing in the primary
school sector has left pupils without
a broad and balanced curriculum.

“Education in this country has
become too much about telling
pupils the facts then remembering
these facts and regurgitating them
in tests and exams,” said Dr Seldon.

“In history, for instance, under the
current regime, teschers tend to tell
pupils what happens at, say, the Bat-
tle of the Somme: but it is much bet-
ter to tell them how both sides had
prepared and then allow them to
think through for themselves what
might have happened.

“We have to put discovery back at
the heart of education. When a child
works out something for him or her-
self, it will always be their own:
when a teacher tells them, it will
always remain somecne else's
knowledge. Thinking has to be
active not passive.”

The two new appointees will take
up their in-residence posts this
September.

Balls says Government will plug
funding gap for sixth-form places

THE GOVERNMENT will throw a
lifeline to thousands of teenagers
threatened with the loss of their
sixth-form place this autumn.

The Chancellor, Alistair Darling,
will plug the £200m funding gap
which would leave up to 50,000
pupils without their school or college
places being funded.

‘The threatened cuts have already
prompted the National Union of
Teachers to warn of strike action if

any teachers lose their jobs as a
result of the cuts.

However, the Schools Secretary,
Ed Balls, has privately reassured
some teachers’ leaders that more
money will be found by next month.

The cuts were spelt out in an
email to all schools by the Learning
and Skills Council - the gquango
responsible for funding education
for those aged 16 and over.

Mr Balls has indicated that offi-
cials had underestimated the num-
ber of teenagers wanting to stay in
education after their 16th birthday.

He has told teachers’ leaders the
budgets given to schools will not be
the end of the story and they can
expect new ones at the end of April
following the Budget.

The cuts threatened three key
government initiatives: Raising the
education leaving age to 18, per-
suading 50 per cent of students to go
on to higher education, and encour-

aging more young people to study |

the Government's new diplomas,
which are designed to bridge the gap
between academic and vocational
education.
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